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In our performance, the audience memberswill pretend to accompany an facilitator/actor
(who pretends to be afriend of Mother Goose) on ajourney to the Puppet-Master s house to help
surprise Mother Goose on her birthday. The young participants will learn about several kinds of
puppets and pretend to be marionettes operated by invisible strings. After Mother Goose and her
Gander arrive, the Puppet-Master and friends will help the children become small seeds that
grow into a garden of beautiful flowers. Mother Goose and the Puppet-Master will have the
children help them tell astory called The Misplac ed Rhyming Rock .
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In this story we discover that Mother Goose has been having trouble creating new rhymes;
she thinks it is because her wonderful rhyming rock is nowhere to be found. Each
participant helps create the story by manipulating a simple puppet character. Of course, the
Rhyming Rock is finally found, rhymes are recited, some are sung and Mother Goose has
her Best Birthday Ever!
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Theater isaform of art. Usualy theater is performed for alive audience. Actors use props, sets,
lighting, costumes, and their voices and bodiesto tell the story. In our production, the college
students will help the audience (the young people ) help create the performance.

There are many different forms of theater, including comedy, tragedy, and musical theater.

Thisisaspecia performance becauseit is created through participation; it requires the
cooperation of the whole audience. The young people not only watch, but they also pretend to
be part of the story.

Props are small pieces that help add to look of the set. They can aso tell the audience more
about the characters. A stuffed animal, a storybook or arhyming rock are all examples of props.

Costumes are clothing that the actors wear to make them look more like their character. Some
costumes are really complicated, but some look just like normal clothes. In our performance,
Mother Goose wears her long skirt, an apron, a hat, a blouse and avest. Her goose wears a
bonnet. The Puppet-master is dressed in a colorful outfit that shows off this character s cheerful
personality. The facilitators/actors each wear different outfits with bright silly hats.

NOTE: Sometimes the young peoplein our participatory audiences come dressed as a character
from a Mother Goose rhyme! 'Y ou might consider doing this too!

THEATER AND MUSIC

Theater often includes some form of music and this performance is no exception. The young
people will sing such rhymes as Row, Row, Row Your Boat, Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star ,
and Mary Had aLittleLamb . They will also sing Happy Birthday to Mother Goose, and, if
thereistime, she will teach them an alphabet song which can include amost every Mother
Goose rhyme you can find.
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Glove Puppets: These puppetsfit over your hand. They can be made from socks, gloves, cloth,
paper bags any material aslong as your hand isins ide the puppet.

Rod Puppets: These puppets are usually held up with some sort of stick, or rod; for example, a
spoon puppet is arod puppet.




Shadow Puppets. These puppets are especially famousin Asian countries such as China, Japan
and Indonesia. The puppeteers operate the puppets behind a screen with alight behind them. On
the other side of the screen the audience sees the moving shadows made by the puppets.

M arionettes: The puppets are three
dimensional and are usually jointed.
They are operated by strings
attached to the puppet in specific
spots. If you have seen the movie
The Sound of Music you have seen
amarionette puppet show.

Junk Puppets. These are
puppets made with any
combination of objects that
already exist. It isthe way the
objects are put together that
determines whether they
operate as Glove, Rod, Shadow,
or Marionette Puppets.
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